
Page | 1 

August 16 & 17, 2025 

Proper 15 

St. Peter’s-at-the Light Episcopal Church 

Barnegat Light 

Website:   www.stpeterslbi.org 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us this week. 

 

May this worship truly honor God. 

May it also be for you a time of blessing. 
 

Sanctuary Candles are given by Chris O’Rourke 

 in loving memory of Bertha & Harvey Bishop 

 

To minimize distractions during worship, we do not “pass the plate” during the service. Still, 

we are very grateful for contributions to support our ministries. You can find the offering 

plate by the door, and you may leave a contribution there either as you enter or as you leave 

the service. We are always grateful for your presence and for your support! 
 

GENEVIEVE R. BISHOP, VICAR 

Office phone: (609) 494 – 2398; Office email:  officestpeterslbi2@gmail.com 
 
 

SINCERE THANKS TO TODAY’S WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
 

SINCERE THANKS TO TODAY’S WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

DON MANN, WORSHIP TECHNOLOGY 

SUSAN BLAUVELT, GREETER 

MARIA SCHMIDT, OT LECTOR & PSALM LEADER 

BOB SCHMIDT, NT LECTOR  

SALLI GORDON, LITANIST 

TOM MACARTHUR, ACOLYTE & EUCHARISTIC MINISTER OF THE SIPPING CHALICE 

DONNA MCGRATH, EUCHARISTIC MINISTER OF THE INTINCTION CHALICE 

BARBARA SWEETON & TOM MACARTHUR EUCHARISTIC VISITORS 

BARBARA WHEELER, ORGANIST 
 

COUNTERS 

JOAN MALARA & BOB SCHMIDT 
 

All music herein is reprinted under Ritesong permission for one-time use and streaming 

or under OneLicense # A727343  
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Please join us in the Parish Hall for a time of fellowship after the service  

You are invited to stand                          Entrance Rite 

Entrance Hymn                              Holy God, We Praise Thy Name            Hymnal # 366 

                                                                      (v. 1 through 4 only) 

 

 

 

Celebrant:   Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 

All: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen! 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name. Through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 

Hymn of Praise                                                                                              Hymnal # S-280 
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Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray:                                                        The Collect for Proper 15 (BCP 232)  
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Celebrant: Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and 

also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his 

redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All: Amen.    

 

You are invited to sit                      The Liturgy of the Word 

OT Lector: This reading is from the book of the prophet Isaiah                  Isaiah 5:1-7 

Let me sing for my beloved 

A song of my lover about his vineyard. 

My beloved had a vineyard on a fruitful hill.  

He broke the ground, cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines. 

He built a watchtower inside it, 

He even hewed a wine press in it, For he hoped it would yield grapes. 

Instead, it yielded wild grapes.  

“Now, then, dwellers of Jerusalem and citizenry of Judah, 

You be the judges Between Me and My vineyard:  

What more could have been done for My vineyard that I failed to do in it? 

Why, when I hoped it would yield grapes did it yield wild grapes?  

“Now I am going to tell you what I will do to My vineyard: 

I will remove its hedge, that it may be ravaged; 

I will break down its wall, that it may be trampled.  

And I will make it a desolation;  

It shall not be pruned or hoed, 

And it shall be overgrown with briers and thistles. 

And I will command the clouds to drop no rain on it.”  

For the vineyard of the LORD of Hosts is the House of Israel, 

And the seedlings he lovingly tended are the citizens of Judah. 

And [God] hoped for justice, 

But behold, injustice; 

For equity, 

But behold, iniquity!  

Here ends this reading of God’s Word. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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OT Lector:    In response to this reading, let us pray select verses of Psalm 80 responsively by 

half-verse.                                                                                           Psalm 80:1-2, 8-18 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

 shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2   In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

        stir up your strength and come to help us. 
8   You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 

           you cast out the nations and planted it. 

9  You prepared the ground for it; * 

          it took root and filled the land. 
10  The mountains were covered by its shadow * 

          and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 
11  You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 

          and its branches to the River. 
12  Why have you broken down its wall, * 

          so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

13   The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 

          and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
14  Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 

     behold and tend this vine; * 

          preserve what your right hand has planted. 
15   They burn it with fire like rubbish; * 

          at the rebuke of your countenance let them perish. 
16  Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

          the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 
17  And so will we never turn away from you; * 

          give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 
18  Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 

          show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

NT Lector :    A reading is from the letter to the Hebrews            Hebrews 11:23-12:2 

23  It was by faith that, when Moses was born, he was hidden for three months by his 

parents.  They saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s 

orders.  24 It was by faith that Moses, when he grew up, refused to be called the son of 

Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 preferring to suffer hardship along with God’s people than to enjoy 

the short-term pleasures of sin.  26 He reckoned that reproach suffered for the Messiah was 

worth more than all the treasures of Egypt.  He was looking ahead to the reward. 
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27 It was by faith that Moses left Egypt, without fear of Pharaoh’s anger.  He kept the 

invisible One always before his eyes.  28 It was by faith that he kept the Passover and the 

sprinkling, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn would not touch them.  29 It was by faith 

that the people passed through the Red Sea as if they were on dry ground, while the 

Egyptians, when they tried to do the same, were drowned. 30 It was by faith the walls of 

Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. 31 It was by faith that the prostitute 

Rahab was not destroyed along with those who did not obey; she had received the spies in 

peace. 

32 What more can I say, then? I  have run out of time to tell you about Gideon, Barak, 

Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets.  33 It was through faith that they 

overcame kingdoms, put justice into practice, received promises, shut the mouths of lions, 
34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were strong where they had 

been weak, became powerful in battle, and sent foreign armies packing.  35 Women 

received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, so 

that they might receive a better resurrection. 36 Others again experienced painful derision 

and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned to death; they were 

sawn in two; they were killed by the sword.  They went about in skins of sheep and goats, 

destitute, persecuted, ill-treated.  38 The world was not worthy of them!  They wandered in 

deserts and mountains, in caves and holes in the ground.   

39 All these were commended for their faith, but they did not receive what was 

promised.  40 God was providing something better, so that they would not be made perfect 

without our doing so as well.  12.1 What about us, then?  We are surrounded by a great 

cloud of witnesses all around us!  What we must do is this:  we must push aside each 

heavy weight, and the sin that clings to us so closely.  Let us run with perseverance the 

race that is set before us.  12.2 We must look to Jesus.  He is the one who carved out the path 

for faith, and he is the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, Because he knew that joy was 

spread out and waiting for him, he endured the cross, making light of its shame, and now 

he has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.  

Here ends this reading of God’s Word. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

You are invited to stand  

 

Gospel Acclamation:                                    Seek Ye First                                                Hymnal # 711 

 

Copyright restricts including the score of this music here, but we expect the music is familiar to most. 

Should you want to see the music, you will find it as # 711 in the Blue Hymnal found in the pew. 



Page | 7 

Stanza 1:  

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 

And his righteousness; 

And all these things shall be added unto you; 

Allelu, Alleluia! 

Al le lu ia!  Al le lu ia! 

Allelu, Alleluia! 

Stanza 2:  

Ask and it shall be given unto you; 

Seek and ye shall find; 

Knock and the door shall be opened to you; 

Allelu, Alleluia! 

Al le lu ia!  Al le lu ia! 

Allelu, Alleluia! 

 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Luke                Luke 12:49-56 

 All:  Glory to you, Lord Christ  

[Jesus continued,] 49 “I came to throw fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were 

already kindled! 50 I have a baptism with which I must be baptized, and what stress I am 

under until it is completed!”  

“51 Do you think I have come to give peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 

division! 52 From now on families there will be five in one family, two against three and 

three against two; 53 father against son and son against father; mother against daughter 

and daughter against mother; mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 

against mother-in-law.”   

54 Jesus also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 

immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and rain falls. 55 And when you see the south wind 

blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and that happens. 56 You imposters! You 

know how to interpret what the earth and the sky are telling you; why can’t  you interpret 

the present time?” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Open your eyes!  See as God sees! 
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You are invited to stand  

Celebrant: Let us profess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 

 

Celebrant:  Good and Gracious God, hear our praise for all that you have done for us, and 

receive the prayers we raise now for the needs of your people. 

Litanist: Surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, we pray that God will pour the Spirit 

upon us so that we may become faithful witnesses to God-who-is-Love.  In faith, 

O God,  

All: We seek your grace. 

Litanist: We pray for the church and for those who lead it, especially Presiding Bishop 

Sean and Bishop Sally.  Remove from us the desire for things the world treasures 

and clothe us with your loving-kindness.  In faith, O God,  

All: We seek your grace. 

Litanist: We pray for ourselves and for all your children.  We know how easy it is to 

value the things that are not consistent with your determination that all should 

have the fullness of life.  Show us the vanity of our ways and turn our hearts to 

seek the common good.   In faith, O God,  

All: We seek your grace. 

Litanist: We pray for this community, that we may open our hearts to embrace with 

genuine concern those whose lives and needs we do not understand.  Transform 

our hearts that we might be instruments that mark the world with your mercy 

and tenderness.  In faith, O God,  

All: We seek your grace. 

Litanist: We pray for loved ones  and those whose needs are known to us.  Remember all 

your beloved children who are struggling and suffering this day.  With 

confidence, we entrust to you all those on our parish prayer list, represented 

today by these names: 

 Marilyn, Mark, Michaela, Carole McAllister, Maura Whang McClung, Bill 

McGrath, Carolyn Mack, Rob Malara, the Malone Family, Althea Martie, the 

Meade Family, Mary Meyers, Edna Monroe, Michelle Morningstar, Jill Morton, 

Carolyn N., Laura Newinski, Lana Nuccio, Aaron O., Jacob, Diane & Lily 

Peskin, Angie Pocsi,  Linda & Norman Pugliese, Kathy Steppacher, and Nova 

Take them in your arms and heal them.  In faith, O God,  

All: We seek your grace. 

Litanist: We pray now for all those who have died, especially our Deacon CarolSue 

Cummings and Patricia D’Ercole.  Draw them into the fullness of your light and 



Page | 10 

love, and comfort the Cummings and the D’Ercole families, and all those who 

grieve this day.  In faith, O God, 

All: We seek your grace.   

The priest will invite other petitions here 

 

Celebrant: O Lord our God, accept our heartfelt petitions; look upon us with compassion 

and grant that our lives and our world may proclaim glory and praise to you 

always, as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

All: Amen. 

 

Priest:    Let us offer each other a greeting of peace. 

 

You are invited to sit  

 

The Liturgy of the Table 

Hymn as the Table is Set                            Take My Life                             Hymnal # 707 
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You are invited to stand  

We pray Eucharistic Prayer C today. It begins on page 369 in the BCP 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

All: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 

galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island 

home.  

All: By your will they were created and have their being.   

Celebrant: From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us 

with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we 

turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

All: Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Celebrant: Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you 

revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, 
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born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and 

peace.    

All: By his blood, he reconciled us. 

By his wounds, we are healed. 

Celebrant: And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 

apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to 

you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

Sanctus                                                       Hymnal S-129 

 

 

 

Celebrant: And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by 

water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your 

Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Celebrant: On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, 

and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of 

you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 

of me." 

 Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 

thanksgiving,  

All: We celebrate his death and resurrection, 

as we await the day of his coming. 
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Celebrant: Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham and Sarah and Hagar, God of Isaac 

and Rebecca, and God of Jacob and Rachel and Leah; God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. 

Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not 

for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy 

Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve 

the world in his name. 

All: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Celebrant: Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 

Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, 

and worship, from generation to generation.  

Amen                                                                                                                    Hymnal # S-146 

 

 

You are encouraged to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language that comes from your heart. 
 

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

Our Father in heaven,     Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name.    hallowed be thy Name. 

Your kingdom come,      Thy kingdom come, 

your will be done,       Thy will be done, 

on earth as in heaven.     On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.   Give us this day our daily bread, 

Forgive us our sins       and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those      As we forgive those  

who sin against us.      Who trespass against us. 

Save us from the time of trial,    And lead us not into temptation, 

and deliver us from evil.     But deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,    For Thine is the kingdom,  

and the glory are yours,      and the power, and the glory, 

now and for ever. Amen.    For ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant:   Alleluia! Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us. 

All:     Therefore, let us keep the feast! Alleluia!   
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Celebrant: These are the gifts of God, for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Please be seated as we prepare to distribute Communion. 

This is the Lord’s Table. All are welcome here. 

 

 

Post-Communion Hymn                          Be Thou My Vision                              Hymnal # 488 
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To Partake of Communion or to Receive a Blessing 

Those who wish to partake of Holy Communion may come to the altar rail. The railing is our way of 

extending the Lord’s table. If you wish to receive only a blessing, cross your arms over your chest. 

If you prefer a wafer to a small piece of bread, please hold your hands out but facing your hands toward 

the floor. 

If you need a gluten free host, please place your right hand on your left shoulder. 

To receive only the communion bread, consume the host after it is in your hands; then return to your 

pew. 

If you wish to receive communion bread and dip it in the consecrated wine, remain at the altar rail, and 

hold the bread or host in your hand until the gold chalice comes to you. Then dip the host into the wine 

and consume the communion bread and wine. 

If you wish to consume the host and then sip from the chalice, leave the altar rail after you consume the 

bread or host and move to the Eucharistic Minister with the silver sipping chalice at the left side of the 

altar rail. 

Always, you may either stand or kneel at the altar rail, as you prefer. 

 

Celebrant:   Let us pray together the post-communion prayer 

All: Almighty and ever living God, 

We thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;  

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

Be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Visitors will now come forward 

to be blessed and sent by our community. 

The priest will offer a prayer of blessing for this ministry. 

 

 



Page | 16 

The community will then commission the Eucharistic Visitors to bring 

the Communion Bread and Wine to the homebound and their families by these words: 

 

All:  Barbara and Tom, 

 We now send you forth 

 as representatives of this community,  

 to bear these holy gifts, 

 the Sacrament of the body and blood, 

 the presence of Jesus. 

 We desire that those to whom you go 

 may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 

 We who are here and those to whom you go, 

 are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. 

 

Announcements 

Please stand for the final blessings of this service 

Priest: May God’s Blessing be with you; May the Risen and Ascended 

Christ’s peace be with you and may the Spirit’s outpouring fill you 

with wisdom and compassion today and always. 

All: Amen.  

 

Sending Hymn:                              Love Divine, All Loves Excelling            Hymnal - # 657  

Music is on the next page. 

 

After the sending hymn: 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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